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GANGTOK, 19 APR (IPR):
A pre-monsoon pre-
paredness meeting for
Gangtok Municipal Area
was organized by Gang-
tok Municipal Corpora-
tion In collaboration with
Sikkim State Disaster
Management Authority
[SSDMA] in the Confer-
ence Hall of the Gangtok
Municpal Corporation
on 19 Apr, 2022

The meeting was
chaired by Minister, Kun-
ga Nima Lepcha, Land
Revenue & Disaster
Management Depant
ment and attended
by Mayor. Deput)y

WwWas

Councilors along with
Commissioner, Gangto
Municipal Corporation
and it,f. SSDMA was
represented by State Re

Commissic
Secretary, Director (55D-
MA).
SSDMA

T}u meeting Com

menced with Comr

lief

ner oum

and officer

sioner Hem nun
Chettri, GM(C welcoming
the chief guest and dig

nitaries. He als«
brief background on the
Disaster Preparedness
that GMC has
initlated and also men
tioned that the

, lr'-'l 1

ACtivilies

“l'.d-r'irlg
lors have .:{lt‘-'t"r';' Laken
part in dearing clogged

thoras in their respective

areas. This was followed
by a short presentation
on the Role of Municl
ﬂlhtu'". in Disaster Risk
Reduction. The presen-
tation covered the role of
GMC, SSDMA, and DDMA

in Disaster Preparedness

S

and Mitigation
Thereafter, the house

was opened for discus-

sion, Minister, Land Rev-

enue & Disaster Man-
agement recalled the
incident of monsoon Ca

lamity of the year 1997
in which different parts

r,'.' f,;r"”rr were 1”1'{1-
ed and many people
had lost their lives. One

poor drain-
leading W

reason was

ige ol water

clogred |horas, there-
fore he emphasized
keeping f[horas free

from hindrances. There-
after the following were
sugpested by different
councllors

The Deputy Mayor
suggested that the di-
saster preparedness
and sensitization pro-
gramme should be a
regular practice and it
should also be conduct-
ed for the volunteers
from wards. Arithang
councilor suggested a

single point of contact
for easy distribution of
relief in case of a calam-
ity MG Marg Council-
or thanked the State
Government for bud-
getary allocation flor
cleaning the backside
jhoras of the market
area. Bojoghari Coun-
cilor brought out the
problem of dumping
of waste by road con-
struction agencies.
Lower Sichey Councilor
suggested that neces-
sary mitigation efforts
should also be focused
on low lying areas.
Panihouse Councilor
spoke on clearing of all
construction materi-
als after completion of
work by the agencies.
Reliel Commis-
sloner cum Secretary,
Sarala Ral while thank-
ing the Councilors for
their suggestions In-
formed the house that
a separate Budgetary

Svmm-r TS

olev/22

allocation has been
sanctioned by the Gov-
ernment for Disaster
Mitigation at Munici-
pal Areas. She assured
the house that all issues
that need redressal will
be taken up swiftly with
stakeholders immediate-
ly. She further added that
the Councilors should
send names of Iinterested
volunteers to be trained
under the Aapda Mitra
Scheme.

Director, Prabhakar

SSOMAs rol in Disaser

Preparedness and Miti-
gation, he spoke on the
institutional  Manage-
ment of Disaster man-
agement in the State
He also empathized on
following the prescribed
SDRF norms for imme-
diate relief management
and suggested that relief
work should be carried
out with due priority to
vulnerable areas. While

echoing the suggestion of
the Secretary he request-
ed the councilors to work
in tandem with SSDMA
to make a disaster-resil-
jent municipal area with
an effective City Disas-
ter Management Plan
(CDMP).

Mayor, Nell Bahadur
Chettri, GMC thanked
the Minister for chairing
the meeting while add-
ing that it was the first
time that a cabinet min-
ister had chaired such a

activities that take place
in their wards so that
better coordination can
be achieved. He further
thanked the department
for taking the initiative of

holding the meeting and

udafnlltupput_

from GMC.
The Minister In his

addnu cndlud
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councilors for being ac-
tive and honest with
their suggestions and he
assured that all possible
assistance will be given
by the department. He
emphasized that disas-
ter preparedness should
be taken up at all lev-
els, he sald that the best
ambassadors for taking
the message of disaster
preparedness

forward

are the school children.
He informed the house
that wpics of disaster
management have been
added to the school sylla-
bus. He also assured the
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